1886MNRAS..46S.182. 


182 


Report of the Council to the 


XL VI. 4, 


Obituary. 

The Council regret that they have to record the loss by death 
of the following Fellows and Associate daring the past year:— 

Fellows :—Admiral H. W. Bayfield. 

Rev. R. H. Blair. 

Sir F. J. 0 . Evans. 

F. T. Hall. 

Major-General J. C. Hannyngton. 

John Hartnnp. 

E. W. Jones. 

William Ladd. 

James Lawson. 

James McDowell. 

Nicholas Martindale. 

Colonel Charles Ratcliff. 

Rev. William Read. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Joseph Sidebotham. 

Rev. T. A. Southwood. 

Marcus Warbarg. 

John Watson. 

Rev. T. W. Webb. 

William Wray. 

Colonel William Yolland. 

Associate:—-Thomas Clausen. 

Admiral Henry Wolsey Bayfield was born in the year 1795;. 
At the early age of eleven he entered the Royal Navy on board 
the Beagle sloop as a first-class volunteer. After having been 
employed on several naval stations between 1806 and 1813, he 
was in 1814 attached to the squadron stationed in Canada during 
the latter part of the second American war. He obtained his 
first commission on March 20, 1815, and soon after he became 
permanently employed on the survey in that colony, in which he 
became distinguished as a most valuable scientific officer. From 
September, 1816, to the date of his retirement from active 
service in 1856, on his promotion to the rank of rear-admiral, 
he was continuously engaged on the survey of the coasts and 
rivers of Canada and other British possessions in North America, 
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including tlie lakes Ontario, Huron, and Erie, the river 
St. Lawrence, and the coast of Labrador. Captain Bayfield, 
in times of leisure from his surveying duties, was accustomed to 
observe occultations of stars by the Moon, the phenomena of 
Jupiter s satellites, &c. Some of these observations are recorded 
in the Monthly Notices. At Quebec he observed the transit of 
Mercury of May 5, 1832, with one of Jones’s 3^-foot achromatic 
refractors. In 184S he communicated to the Society an excellent 
series of observed occultations of stars by the Moon and pheno¬ 
mena of Jupiter's satellites made at his residence at Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island, together with the resulting determinations 
of the longitude of his residence, from which he deduced the longi¬ 
tude of the Observatory Bastion at Quebec. The reductions appear 
to have been made with some care, after applying to the tabular 
places of the Moon corrections furnished by the Astronomer Royal. 

Admiral Bayfield attained the rank of Post-Captain in 1834, 
Rear-Admiral in 1856, and Admiral in 1867. His death took 
place at Charlottetown on February 10, 1885, in the ninetieth 
year of his age. He was at the time of his decease the senior 
Fellow of the Society, and the last of the “non-resident” 
Fellows, having been elected on May 11, 1827. 

Captain Sir Frederick J. O. Evans. R.X., K.C.B., F.R.S., 
entered the Royal Navy in the year 1S2S, and served in H.M. 
ships Bose and Winchester , on the North American station, until 
1833, when he was transferred to H.M. surveying-vessel Thunder , 
Commander Richard Owen, and was employed until 1836 in sur¬ 
veying operations in various parts of the West Indies. 

It was in this ship, and under the guidance of her able cap¬ 
tain, that he imbibed those scientific tastes which formed his 
character later in life, and laid the foundation of a career of 
usefulness, uninterrupted to its close, and which has perhaps 
rarely found a parallel in the naval profession. 

Mr. Evans subsequently served in the Caledonia , the flagship 
in the Mediterranean, the Asia, the Rapid , the Bolla , the Dido , 
and Wolverene , of which two latter ships he was acting master. 
He was confirmed in that rank in 1841, and was then appointed 
to H.M.S. Fly, Captain F. P. Blackwood, fitting for special ex¬ 
ploring and surveying service in Australia and New Guinea, 
where he was continuously employed until 1846. He took a very 
leading part in the examination of the Coral Sea, the Barrier 
Reefs of Australia, Torres Strait, and the neighbouring shores 
of New Guinea, regions then comparatively unknown. After a 
short period of surveying service on the home coasts, Evans was 
appointed to the Acheron , under the late Admiral Stokes, and 
was engaged until 1851 in exploring and surveying the coasts of 
the then young colony of New Zealand ; in both these important 
enterprises he took a very conspicuous part, and gained for him¬ 
self the reputation of a skilful and scientific surveying officer, 
second to none in the profession. 
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